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Dear parents and students, 

August has been a busy month with many 

exciting activities and events, including our 58th 

Speech Day.  

58th Speech Day 

6 August 2015 was a special day - our 58th Speech 

Day as well as SG50 celebration.  The theme for 

this year’s Speech Day was Celebrating 

Milestones, Nurturing 君子  jun zi (gentleman or 

lady).  Our Guest of Honour was Mr Loo Kin Ben, 

Chairperson of our School Advisory Committee.  

The parade segment commenced with the 

marching in of the Guard of Honour and the 

Colours Party. The parade showcased our 

National Cadet Corps, National Police Cadet 

Corps, Red Cross and Scouts.  In the hall, our 

Guzheng girls mesmerized us with their skilful 

playing, our modern dancers captivated us with 

their energy, and our Sec 2 students gave a 

rousing performance with their percussion 

instruments. For the finale, our Choir sang the 

school song and two national day songs with 

pride and passion.  

GOH inspecting the parade 

 

Sec 2 students with a rousing performance 

As part of our Aesthetics programme, our Sec 2 

students were taught how to play percussion 

instruments.  Their performance on Speech Day 

was a testimony of the skills they had learnt. 

Academic Achievements  

Mathematics Competition for Normal Course 

12 of our Sec 2 and Sec 4 NA and NT students 

participated in the All Singapore Secondary 

Mathematics Competition for Normal Course 

Students 2015.  The following students were 

awarded prizes: 

1st Team Prize: Arina Nuratiqa Binte Suwarjo, Imran 

Bin Mohamed Aziz and Ho Guoyan Edric  

The three students from 2 T1 also won individual 

prizes 

Arina Nuratiqa Binte Suwarjo: 2nd  
Imran Bin Mohamed Aziz: 7th 
Ho Guoyan Edric: 10th 

 

In addition, Xavier Ang from 2N2 won an individual 

prize (8th position) for the lower secondary NA 

category.   
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Vigorously opposing the motion 

 

The lower secondary students took part in a book 

parade and literature trailer where they showcased 

what they had learnt about the text, “The Boy in 

the Striped Pyjamas”. In the book parade section, 

students showcased their class work proudly. For 

the literature trailer, students from the ELDDS put 

up a short play about the text to encourage others 

to read the book. The group who took part in the 

literature trailer came in second:  

1. Marcus Kryshaan Ganisen, 1A 
2. So Cheng Yi Augmen, 1A 
3. Irdina Bte Muhammed Riezal, 1C 
4. Nur Sabrina Bte Abdul Shukor, 1C 
5. Sim Rui En Ryan, 1C 
6. O'rianna Yew Jingqing, 1D 
7. Lim Cherann, 1N2 
8. Kirthana D/O Poobalan, 2A 
9. Quek Hwee Xin, 2A 
10. Ng Jing Xuan, 2N1 
 
 

 

 

 

National Schools Literature Festival 

On 22 August, our students took part in the 

National Schools Literature Festival, the largest 

annual literary festival for students in Singapore. 

The annual festival serves as a platform for students 

to critically reflect on and creatively respond to 

issues via literature and for teachers to promote 

the love of literature.   This year, our students took 

part in the unseen debate, set text debate, 

literature trailer and book parade competition.    

In the unseen debate category, the secondary three 

students from Sec 3C/D/E had to do a critical 

reading of the poem "Postcards from Chinatown". 

They had to defend their own reading by 

supporting it with evidence from the poem.  

4 students from Secondary 3B took part in the set-

text debate based on their Lit text “Death of a 

Salesman”. The motion was 'This house believes 

that Willy Loman's self-absorption results in his 

death at the end of the play.' Our students opposed 

the motion and they won against Bedok View 

Secondary School.  The 4 students from Sec 3B: 

1. Tan Yi Shi Rachel 
2. Tan Ding Yun Drago 
3. Yip Jia Jie 
4. Shaun Leow Junhao 
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“I enjoyed going round Singapore with our 
Japanese friends and the bonding games we 
played together. All in all, I hope that this 
programme will continue. We Singaporeans can 
learn more about the Japanese culture and 
improve ourselves, especially in the way the 
Japanese take care of the environment, example 
by not littering.”                             Zoebelle Goh, 1D 
 

Students’ Reflections 
“What I enjoyed the most was that I made more 
Japanese friends. I love the way we 
communicated with sign language even though 
we could not understand one another’s language. 
My Japanese friends also taught me more about 
their culture and school.”             Peggy Wong, 3N3 

 

Sharing our culture with our guests 

 

 50 e-book 

As part of SG50, schools were invited to research 

on Singapore’s 50 years of history and create an e-

book. The products of the various schools’ effort 

can be found at www.sg50home.sg.  At this 

website, Singaporeans can find out more about 

our different cultures and celebrations, defining 

moments, and memorable spaces.   

 

 

 

 

Our students playing their roles in striped pyjamas 

Character and Citizenship Education 

Summer Exchange Programme with Japan 

In July, Punggol Secondary School participated in 
the Singapore-Miyazaki Summer Exchange 
Programme.  This is the 4th year the school is 
participating in this homestay programme. The 
exchange programme serves to develop in our 
students the 21st Century competency of global 
awareness, cross-cultural skills and sensitivities. 
They learnt to play good hosts to our foreign 
guests and also to respect a different culture. 
 
This year, 28 Punggolites hosted 31 Japanese 
students from Shiiba Junior High School and Aya 
Junior High School from the Miyazaki prefecture.  
We are thankful to parents and host families who 
came on board to support this programme.    

 

  Bringing our guests round Singapore 

 

 

 

http://www.sg50home.sg/
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Punggol Secondary School participated in this worthy project; our students’ research on ‘kopitiams and bird 

corners’ can be read at "Faces of Singapore - 1985-1994".  We would like to thank Mr Bobby Goh, Mr 

Gerald Foo, and Mr Kelvin Lee for providing the students with guidance and support. 

 

Students’ Reflections 

“Creating this E-Book was a really tiring process and filming was difficult under a hot sun, in a noisy 

environment and with low-end gadgets. I would have to say that this is one of the biggest and most 

meaningful projects that I have worked on. Editing was the most challenging aspect and really tested our 

patience. I still remember the editing crew and the teachers spending two hours on a 4 second scene. 

However, in the end, we did it. From this project, I learnt that no matter how challenging a project is, we 

can still accomplish it if we put in our effort.”                                                                               Gordon Goh (3N1) 

“I felt honoured to be able to contribute to the making of this present to Singapore for its Golden Jubilee. 

The process of creating the e-book was a memorable one as our topic was on bird corners and coffee shops 

in Singapore. Before I took part in this e-book, I was not even aware that there were bird corners in 

Singapore. This experience enabled me to learn a lot more about Singapore and what makes it so special. I 

also realised that we are the ones who should preserve our culture, as it is part of our identity. There were 

some problems that arose during the editing phase of our video, but we worked as a team and solved those 

problems together.”                                                                                                                                   Tsoi Kinyi (4A) 

Volleyball CCA Achievements 

Our C division Volleyball boys made the school proud by achieving the position of National Top 4.  As the 

teacher in charge of the Volleyball CCA explained, it was a “remarkable feat” as the boys had at most 1.5 

years of training.  They played well in 2 decisive matches, in the North zone match against Xinmin 

Secondary, and in their 2nd match against Catholic High.  After losing to Catholic High (0-2) in the 1st match 

(in the North Zone competition), they fought back with determination and beat Catholic High (2-0) when 

they played against the latter in the national competition.   Our C Division Volleyball girls also did well by 

achieving the position of National Top 8.  
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Students Reflections 

“This competition has not been easy.  My teammates and I had to go through tough training for the past one 

and a half years.  Our final preparation during the June Holidays included intensive training, friendly matches 

and a training camp.  The SEA Games which were held in Singapore in June this year also gave us the valuable 

opportunity to learn from the experts when we went to watch the Volleyball matches, and to support our 

very own alumni, Kingsley Tay, who was playing for Team Singapore.   

One of the matches that I will not forget is the decisive match we played against Xinmin Secondary School.  

Both schools lost to Catholic High in the Preliminary Round of the North Zone Competition.  We had to win in 

order to proceed to the Semi-finals.  If we lost, we would be out of the competition.  We won the first set of 

the match but lost the second set.  In the third and final set, we knew we had to remain focused and work as a 

team.  What really motivated us to go on was the support we received from our B division seniors and alumni.  

They cheered really loudly for us.  When we won the set point, when the final whistle was blown, all of us 

jumped for joy.   

This victory allowed us to move on in this competition and we went on to be the first C boys team to make it 

to National Top 4.  This journey has not been easy.  Other than the tough training, we also had to learn to 

manage our time so that we would not neglect our studies.  Hence, we really appreciated all the help and 

support that we received from the school, all our teachers, our Year Head, our coach, our alumni and our 

friends.  Thank you!”                                                    Tang Shi Wei, sec 2N1, Captain of C Division Boys’ Team 

“These eight and a half weeks of competition have been a memorable experience for my team and me.  There 

were valuable lessons that we learnt from our victories as well as from the matches we lost.  After our 

matches, our coach would highlight our mistakes and we would correct them during our training.   We also 

realised that during a competition, other than our skills and techniques, effective communication and our 

team morale greatly affected our performance.  I am also glad to have made new friends from the other 

teams that we played against in this competition.   We will continue to train hard for the B division 

competition next year, and also use our experience to guide our sec 1s.”  

                                                                                                                                 Gayondato   Abel  Methodius, sec 2B    
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 “Our journey began as soon as we stepped into the court of Presbyterian High School. After many matches, 

we managed to get into the top 16. We didn’t expect us to get into the top 8 because our chance of going in 

was very low due to the strong competition. However, we didn’t give up. At the last match, we fought back 

and managed to get into the top 8. Even though we didn't made it to the top 4, I am truly proud of my team 

as we didn't have any primary school volleyball experience, and our players are not as tall as the players in the 

other school teams.  At the end of the day, our effort paid off because we clinched our goal. I would like to 

thank my Principal, coach, teachers, friends and everyone who put in the effort to train and to support us, 

giving our encouragement to push ourselves to achieve a higher goal. I would like to end with a quote, ‘it's a 

slow process, but quitting won't speed it up’ (unknown source).“ 

                                                                                                     Emily Tan, sec 2A, Captain of C Division Girls’ Team 

 

“ I learnt how important team morale and support were. At first, I made a lot of mistakes but my team mates 

were there to keep me confident or to cheer one another up.  My captain and team mates always said we 

could do it, and that we cannot throw all our effort and hard work away. There were ups and downs, but we 

did not let these pull down our match and we would catch up with our opponents.    Our teachers would also 

encourage us by saying we could do it and to give our best.  I would like to end with a quote: ‘Attitude is a 

little thing that makes a big difference between success and failure’ (unknown source)”.  Megan Tan, Sec 1 N2 

 

 

 

 


