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2020 Issue 1
Dear Stakeholders,
In this issue, we would like to share highlights from school events such as Secondary One Orientation
Camp, Staff Learning Festival, Chinese and New Year Celebrations.

Principal’s Message
Dear friends and supporters of PSS
Much of our lives has been significantly altered by the COVID-19 situation – among other things, we now
think twice about going out and are more conscious about washing our hands frequently and maintaining
social distances from the people around. Amidst what is happening in Singapore and globally, for me,
school and schooling have taken on deeper meaning. School is not just a place for our students to receive
a holistic education; it is also an invaluable “service” so that parents can be rest assured that their children
are well taken care of and hence be able to do their best at their workplace. School is also where our
students can have a sense of normalcy, as much as possible, and be supported by significant adults. Hence,
I must thank our teaching and non-teaching staff for their relentless work, made more complex as they
ensure that the latest precautionary measures are well implemented and adhered to. I also thank our SAC
members and parents for their strong support during this challenging period.
The coming weeks or even months will likely continue to be uncertain as the situation evolves, but we will
continue to provide our students with a values-based and value-added education so that they can become
confident citizens of the future.
Please stay healthy and safe.

Mrs Angeline Huang
Principal
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Secondary One Orientation Camp

Learning Journey to Polytechnic Open Houses

Our Secondary One students had their Orientation
Day Camp on 2 and 3 Jan 2020. This was a valuable
opportunity for the students to understand the
school culture, as well as foster great friendship
with
each
other,
while
participating
enthusiastically in various team building activities
organised by our student leaders.

Our Secondary 4 students participated in a
learning journey to local polytechnics during their
Open Houses.

The orientation camp ended off with a campfire
performance which was a joyous celebration
witnessed by the parents. We welcome our new
Secondary One students to the PSS family!
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Through the visit, students gained more in-depth
knowledge of the courses offered in polytechnic,
the admission criteria and the Direct School
Admission application criteria. This has enabled
the students to make more informed decisions for
their post-secondary education. During the
learning journey, students interacted with course
lecturers and the polytechnic student
ambassadors, hearing from them first hand, how a
polytechnic education is like.
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Learning Festival

Chinese New Year Celebrations

Punggol Secondary School’s Learning Festival is
one of the school’s platforms for professional
sharing and exchange of ideas to support all
teachers in their professional growth. The theme
of this year’s Learning Festival is “Towards Quality
Learning and Teaching”, which embodies the
belief and aspiration of every curriculum
innovation that takes place in the school.

The Chinese New Year celebrations took place on
24 January with the Parents Support Group,
School Advisory Committee, as well as Alumni
members, joining the teachers and students for
the festive programme.

The Learning Festival took place on two Thursday
afternoons, on 16 January and 23 January. A total
of 20 Professional Learning Teams shared their
projects and experiences at the concurrent and
spotlight sessions.

With aplomb and passion, colleagues who shared
at the two spotlight sessions convinced and
inspired everyone that students can learn to solve
real-world context problems by infusing thinking
processes to deepen students’ learning and adopt
AfL to better assess students’ understanding and
thereby reviewing their own teaching.
After two afternoons of intensive learning and
sharing, facilitated by the Professional
Development (PD) Committee members to help
audience navigate through the rich sharing, this
year’s Learning Festival ended with many teachers
taking away insightful ideas and looking forward
to experimenting them in their own classrooms.
3

Our aesthetics groups such as Guzheng and Choir
put up amazing performances during the concert.
The highlights of the concert were the Monkey
King Opera and the spectacular Lion Dance
performances.

In the game segment, the students were asked to
identify the voice of their teachers singing chinese
new year songs from the audio clips played. The
students had a wonderful time guessing which
teachers’ the voices belonged to.
All students, staff and other stakeholders also
donated generously during our annual Ang Pao
Pledge. These donations were channeled to
support the Bright Hill Evergreen Home and HCA
Hospice Care as part of our values driven
curriculum on active citizenship where everyone
can contribute in different ways to give back to our
society.
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Blind Date with a Book

English Language and Literature Week

The Media Resource Library (MRL) Committee
organised a Blind Date with a Book activity during
recess on Valentine’s Day to encourage the habit
of reading among our Punggolites. In hopes of
enticing our students to read widely, the library
books were wrapped creatively in attractive,
vibrant paper. This activity added a level of
mystery and fun for the students who had no idea
what books they had picked out. Students who
borrowed books were entitled to a dip in a lucky
draw and brought home charming little items.

The English Language and Literature Department
just concluded an exciting week of the school-wide
English Language and Literature Week (ELL Week).
Taking place in Term 1 annually, we seek to inspire
our students to see the relevance of English
Language and Literature in the everyday through
playful experimentation with words.

During the week, students participated in a variety
of multimodal activities such as a Scrabble
Competition, Instagram Creative Writing contests,
Spelling Bees and reading activities, all curated to
cohere with the theme ‘Journey’.

Our Upper Secondary students also had a blast
learning about creative writing and literary
analysis from local writers in our yearly Ethos’
Writers’ Talk.
We look forward to next year’s ELL Week!
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Career Sharing Session

Interact Club Community Engagement Efforts

To bring about closer partnership between
parents and the school, parents collaborated with
teachers to share with our students from the
graduating cohort on 2 March 2020 about their
respective careers. Students were given two
choices to find out more about different industries
that they are interested in. Teachers who held
other positions prior to teaching were also invited
to share more about their previous jobs. Through
this session, we hope to educate students on the
different industries and the real-world
experiences of those in the field.

Launched in January 2020, the INTERACT Club or
also known as INTERnational ACTion Club was
initiated for Punggolites who share a passion for
community service and friendship. Backed by the
Rotary Club of Singapore Heartlands, the
INTERACT Club hopes to engage Punggol and
Sengkang residents.

All in all, the majority of students shared that this
session has given them insights into the different
industries as well as the requirements needed for
the different jobs. Speakers informed students of
their job scopes as well as the qualifications and
qualities needed to succeed in their various fields,
from finance to broadcasting.
As shared by Jeslyn Chan from 5N1,
‘I have gained more knowledge about the industry
and I have a better idea as to which course I should
select in the polytechnic.’
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The club immediately swung into action and began
the year with a bang. After introducing members
to the framework of Rotary Club, members made
posters to create awareness on personal hygiene
and how to keep Covid-19 at bay. These posters
were put up around the school to educate
Punggolites on how they can exercise social
responsibility. Some posters were also put up in
the neighbourhood to educate residents on the
importance of personal hygiene.
Students also learnt how to make soap using a few
ingredients, where these soaps, together with
well-wishes from Class 3B and 3C, were then gifted
to Sengkang Community Hospital.
Members were also actively involved in preparing
for the Wipe Down campaign, where they came up
with stickers on how students can clean their
tables after having their meals as well as cleaning
recycled bottles to contain hand sanitiser. The
following week, students learnt how to make hand
sanitiser, under the guidance of Mr Stephen Low
at the science laboratories. These sanitisers were
then given to members of the staff.

