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Dear Stakeholders,
In this issue, we would like to share highlights of
our annual Mid-Autumn Festival and Staff
Aesthetics & Sports for Life Day. We also include
students’ achievements in their Co-Curricular
Activities as well as post-examination activities.
Mid-Autumn Festival
The annual Mid-Autumn Festival was celebrated
by staff, alumni, parents, and students on
September 14. Our students put up exciting
performances, and traditional food and drinks
were also served. The mooncake-making booth
was very popular and well received. The event
ended on a high note with everyone carrying
paper lanterns under the night sky, illuminating
the quadrangle with colourful lights.

Lantern Trail

59th National Inter-School Team Chess
Championships 2018
Three teams from our school participated in this
tournament which was held at Northland Primary
School.
For the Secondary Girls Under-14 Category, our
newly minted girls’ team performed well. Although
they lost some matches, they were able to score
points against many of the established teams at
the national level. Overall, we came in 4th in the
National Schools Girls’ Under-14 Championships
and emerged as Champions in the North Zone
Girls’ Under-14 Championships. Aw Jia Jun (2N1)
was the top performer, followed closely by Lee Ang
(1C).

Performance by our students

For the Secondary Open Under-14 Category, we
emerged as the runners-up in last year’s Under-14
North Zone Championships. This year, we retained
the 2nd position with three victories. Salih Aslam
(2C) was the outstanding player. The other team
members were Mackenzy Chong (2N1), Akshith
Mattaparthi (2E) and S. Shanmuganathan (2B).

Mooncake-making booth
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Our third team, comprising Logadeepan (2D),
Aadithyaa (1D), Teja (1D) and Akash (1D) tried
their best but was unplaced in the Secondary
Open North Zone Championships.
Overall, all the players put in great effort to secure
their points in the competition.

B-Dazzled Show Choir Competition
Our PSS Choir competed in the annual B-Dazzled
Show Choir Competition. Our Secondary One to
Three students worked hard over the June
holidays to perfect their harmony and
choreography for this competition. Despite facing
more experienced teams, our students put in their
best effort into their final performance to make
their choir seniors and teachers-in-charge proud.
After a nerve-wrecking night, they clinched the
Platinum Award.

PSS school teams in the Inter-school
Chess Team Tournament

Singapore International Band Festival
The Singapore International Band Festival (SIBF) is
a biennial festival that was started in 2008 by the
Wind Bands Association of Singapore. The SIBF’s
artistic direction is steered by the Artistic Panel
which is made up of local and international
musicians and music educators.
This year, our Band proudly clinched the Bronze
Award in our inaugural participation in the SIBF.
The band members have gained priceless
exposure and experience from this competition.
We are looking forward to participating in the
Winter Band Festival at Hong Kong Disneyland at
the end of the year.

PSS Choir

Staff Aesthetics and Sports for Life Day
This year, the Aesthetics Committee collaborated
with the PE Department to organise the Staff
Aesthetics and Sports for Life Day. The aesthetics
workshops aimed to promote staff’s aesthetics
awareness and develop their aesthetics
appreciation. The sports modules aimed to equip
teachers with the knowledge of the respective
sports and promote healthy lifestyles.
This year, our staff selected their activities from
Street Jazz, Mocktail Making, Pastry Making,
Netball and Badminton. Our students from the
Netball CCA also came down to support and
interact with their teachers.

PSS Band performing at the SIBF
Street Jazz
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School-Visit Trip to Chengdu (成都) and
Guang’An (广安)
From 12 – 15 September, our Vice-Principal
Mdm Ching and Chinese Language (CL) teacher
Ms Moo Sheau Yuan went on a school-visit trip to
Chengdu (成都) and Guang’An (广安) to link up
on an Exchange Programme for students taking
Higher Chinese Language (HCL).
They visited three schools during the recce trip:
1. Chengdu Shishi Foreign Languages School
(成都石室外语学校),
2. Experimental Middle School Of Chengdu
Economic & Technological Development Zone
(成都国家经济技术开发区实验中学) and
3. Guang’An Experimental School Of Beijing
University (北京师范大学广安实验中学校).

Mocktail Making

During our Staff Contact Time, Mdm Ching and
Ms Moo shared about their learning gleaned from
visiting the schools. The staff was also informed
that a group of our HCL students will be going on
an Exchange Programme to Chengdu and
Guang’An from 9 – 15 November, led by
Mdm Ching and three CL teachers.

Pastry Making

Netball

On top of appreciating the Chinese culture at a
deeper level, Mdm Ching shared that this
Exchange Programme is designed for our HCL
students to experience hostel life and to be fully
immersed in the lessons of the Chinese schools.
The full immersion will enable our HCL students to
experience, reflect, and learn from the
forthcoming learning attitudes of the Chinese
students.

Badminton

Meeting to discuss Exchange Programme
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Post-Examination Activities

Secondary One Maritime Trail

Games Carnival

Our Secondary One cohort took part in the
Singapore Maritime Trail organised by Maritime
and Port Authority of Singapore (MPA). They
learnt about Singapore's maritime history,
industries and port activities. The students also
visited various landmarks such as Fort Canning Hill,
Singapore River area, Keppel Harbour at Keppel
Bay and Fullerton Hotel. They learnt about how
these landmarks functioned in the past and their
importance to Singapore's identity as a regional
port. Through the stories told by the guides, the
students learnt about the harsh working
conditions of the maritime workers of the past,
thereby understanding the perseverance and hard
work of the people in the maritime sector which
contributed to Singapore's maritime success.

The much-awaited Games Carnival was held from
October 23 – 25 as part of the post-examination
activities for Secondary One to Three students.
The carnival is a platform for students to apply
their learning from the respective Sports modules
that were conducted in Semester Two. Apart from
displaying the various game skills and concepts,
the students also demonstrated School Values
and Character Attitudes Through Sports such as
Integrity, Self-respect, Joy of Effort and Fair Play.

Football

Students learning about Fullerton Hotel

Frisbee

Students learning about the Singapore River area
Champions League Mixed Volleyball Competition
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Secondary One Applied Learning Programme:
Ice-Cream Making

Secondary 2 Applied Learning Programme:
STEM Trail at Gardens by the Bay

As part of the Applied Learning Programme, the
Secondary One cohort experienced ice-cream
making during their post-examination period. This
programme provided students with a platform for
collaborative experiential learning. The students
applied and connected concepts learnt during
Science, Mathematics and Food & Consumer
Education lessons.

As part of their Applied Learning Programme,
the Secondary Two cohort visited Gardens by the
Bay for a STEM Trail which allowed them to apply
their mathematical and scientific knowledge in a
real-world setting. They collaborated in activities
that tapped on their skills in topics such as
Mensuration, Proportion, Chemical Changes and
Energy. In addition, they gained a greater
appreciation of the beauty and diversity of the
flora found at the Gardens and the technology at
work behind the scenes that helps to maintain this
iconic Singapore landmark.

Students making homemade ice-cream

Working together to figure out the answers

Students adding toppings into their ice-cream mixture

Learning about the science and technology behind the
Garden's famous Supertrees

Final product with added toppings
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Punggol 21 CC Eco Carnival

Secondary Three Applied Learning Programme:
Sungei Buloh Wetland Biodiversity Walk
As part of the Applied Learning Programme, the
Secondary 3 Express students went for the Sungei
Buloh Wetland Biodiversity Walk. The students
had the opportunity to get up close to the animals
and plants in the mangrove ecosystem. They
keenly observed and learnt about how the
mangrove trees are well adapted in the salty
water conditions and their importance in the
ecosystem. The students also got to see animals
such as mudskippers, monitor lizards, treeclimbing crabs, and other mangrove inhabitants.

Punggol Secondary School was invited to partner
Punggol North Constituency and National
Environment Agency's annual Eco Carnival held on
November 3. The Grassroots Adviser, Mr Ng Chee
Meng, Minister, Prime Minister’s Office, graced
the event as the Guest-of-Honour.

PSS students sharing about their projects
with Minister Ng Chee Meng

Students learning about the biodiversity
of the mangrove ecosystem

After the biodiversity walk, the students engaged
in an intertidal coastal clean-up in collaboration
with International Coastal Cleanup Singapore
(ICCS) where they contributed actively to the
cleaning up of pollution along Singapore’s shores.

Students sorting the waste collected during
the coastal clean-up

Our Secondary 3 students showcased projects
related to waste management and clean energy
which they had carried out during their Applied
Learning Programme (ALP) lessons in Secondary 1
and 2. The students shared how red wriggler
worms can be used to break down organic food
waste
into
useful
nutrients
in
the
vermicomposting process. They also shared how
solar panels and motors can be used to construct
a solar-powered car and how hydrogen can be
used as an alternative energy resource as well as
the working principles behind hydrogen fuel cell
technology.

Our students engaging members of the public
on their ALP projects
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PSS School Advisory Committee (SAC)

Farewell & Welcome

Lee Tiong Sa Teaching Excellence Award

SAC gave a farewell lunch for our current Principal
Mr Benedict Keh, thanking him for leading Punggol
Secondary School from 2012 to 2018.

This year, our school launched the inaugural Lee
Tiong Sa Teaching Excellence Award (LTS-TEA)
2018.The LTS-TEA aims to recognise teachers who
demonstrate teaching excellence and show care
and concern for the holistic development of their
students.

At the lunch, SAC welcomed our incoming Principal
Ms Angeline Toh who will take over leading the
school with effect from 15 December 2018.

The award is donated by Mr Lee Tiong Sa, a longserving member of the School Advisory
Committee who has tirelessly devoted his time
and energy to the holistic development of
students of Punggol Secondary School.
A funding of $1000 per year from the LTS-TEA
Fund is awarded to the recipient to be used for
cost or partial payment of learning and
development activities such as courses and
overseas conferences. The Award serves to
motivate recipients to further their professional
development in the spirit of life-long learning.
This year, the recipient of our LTS-TEA is Ms Janani
d/o Balakrishnan.

Group photo taken during farewell lunch

Parents Support Group
Partnership with Parents
The Parents Support Group (PSG) is an important
part of the Punggol Secondary School family.
In 2018, the PSG members supported school
programmes through their participation in the
various activities and were involved in planning
and conducting several of such programmes.

PSG participation in Project Resilience 2018

Recipient of 2018 LTS-TEA –
Ms Janani d/o Balakrishnan
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During Project Resilience, the PSG members
participated in the 26-kilometre walk and were
part of the Welcome Party. The PSG members also
taught our students how to create a balloon arch
to welcome the participants.

PSG at Annual Cross Country

When the elderly residents from Bright Hill Home
joined us for our Chinese New Year Celebration,
the PSG members taught students how to interact
with the elderly and how best to manoeuvre their
wheelchairs.

Students learning to build a balloon sculpture
from parents

During the Mid-autumn Festival Celebration in the
school, the PSG members planned and organised
the mooncake-making session and the Lantern
Trail.

Parent sharing with students on how
to handle wheelchairs

PSG preparing for Lantern Trail

We look forward to the continued support of the
PSG members and all parents in the holistic
development of our students.
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