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2019 Issue 2
Dear friends and supporters of PSS

62nd Speech and Awards Day

In this issue, we are excited to share some
highlights from our school-wide events carried
out in Term 2 and our students’ achievements in
their Co-Curricular Activities as well as other
National Schools Competitions.

Punggol Secondary School celebrated our 62nd
Speech and Awards Day on 5 April this year. Our
Guest-of-Honour, Mr Loo Kin Ben, Chairman of the
School Advisory Committee, alumni, parents,
award recipients and student representatives were
present to witness this celebration. It was a joyous
occasion where the Punggol family came together
to celebrate the achievements of our students.
There
were
also
delightful
aesthetics
performances by our talented performing arts
groups, such as Guzheng Ensemble, Modern
Dance, Secondary 1 Percussion and Tamil
Language Drama and Debating Society (TLDDS)
Dance Troupe. We also enjoyed soothing piano
pieces by Joel Yew Wei (1D). We look forward to
many more years ahead of nurturing jun zi as a
Punggol 培道 family.

Principal’s Message
Dear friends and supporters of PSS
It has been an exciting Term 2, with the school’s
annual Speech Day and various competitions in
which our students have participated. The
competitions, which range from Science,
Geography and Design & Technology to sports
and aesthetics, truly reflect the school’s
commitment to our students’ holistic
development.
I am proud of the Punggolites and their
achievements, regardless of the colour of the
medal, because above all, these competitions are
a test of their mettle and willingness to step out
of their comfort zone. Indeed, many students and
teams surprised us, with accomplishments better
than past years’!
I am grateful to the teachers, coaches, alumni and
parents for their unwavering support without
which, the students’ achievements would not
have been possible.

Our Principal, Mrs Huang, giving her speech

May we continue to work in partnership to help
our students reach greater heights!
Mrs Angeline Huang
Principal
Secondary 1 students, who took up Percussion, putting
up a performance
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Mother Tongue Languages Fortnight 2019

Malay Language

The Mother Tongue Languages (MTL) Fortnight
was held in Term 1 this year. Various activities
were organised by the different MTL units to
cultivate love for the language and expose
students to different cultures and mother tongue
languages in Singapore.

Our Malay Language Unit organised a variety of
activities, focussing on traditional Malay food. Our
students participated actively in the competitions
and workshops and appreciated the cultural
nuances of the Malay Language.

Chinese Language
The theme for this year’s MTL Fortnight is
“Appreciation of Traditional Chinese Culture”. The
Lower Secondary students learnt the art of
Chinese Tea Appreciation and went on a learning
journey to Chinatown. The Upper Secondary
students learnt about the art of traditional
Chinese crafts such as paper cutting and Chinese
mask painting.
Students learning how to make traditional Malay food,
epok-epok (curry puff)

Tamil Language
The Tamil Language Unit conducted a series of
activities such as a motivational workshop, singing
competition, News Writing competition and
Creative Writing competition. It was a good
learning experience for our students as these
activities allowed for authentic usage and greater
exposure to the Tamil Language. Our students
enjoyed themselves and were very engaged in all
the activities planned for them.

Chinese mask painting workshop for students

Chinese masks painted by our students

Students participating in planned cultural activities
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1st SEAMEO RECSAM Science Olympiad 2019
Punggol Secondary School participated in the 1st
Southeast Asian Ministers of Education
Organisation’s Regional Centre for Education in
Science and Mathematics (SEAMEO RECSAM)
Science Olympiad in Penang from 4 to 8 March
2019.
Students were given opportunities to apply
scientific knowledge based on real world contexts.
13 students from Secondary 2 to 4 participated in
this competition.
The Olympiad comprised four levels – two levels
of paper-based tests and two Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics
(STEM) challenges. The tests focussed on scientific
knowledge and problem solving, while STEM
challenged students with the application of STEM
principles. Through this competition, the students
also forged many new friendships whilst
strengthening current ones, as they were given
various opportunities to interact with participants
from other countries. Our students gave it their
very best and had a meaningful learning
experience.

Students testing out their prototypes water rockets

National Earthquake Competition 2019
The Humanities and Craft & Technology
departments collaborated to field a team at the
National Earthquake Competition 2019 organised
by Singapore Polytechnic. The competition aimed
to generate students’ interests in the importance
of designing earthquake-resistant buildings and
earthquake disaster mitigation. This helped
students to assess the effectiveness of strategies
in mitigating and responding to the effects of
earthquakes.
Four Geography and Design & Technology
students were selected to participate in this
competition. They are Aarav Ahuja (3E), Akshith
Mattaparthi (3E), Randall Tan (4D) and Harish Raj
Vijayakumar (4D). The team won the Merit Prize of
$100.

Students with judge, Mr Yuji Otsuka, who guided
participants in building a water bottle rocket

Prototype developed by our students
for earthquake resistance
Students working collaboratively to design and create
a structure to protect an egg from cracking or
breaking from a high fall
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Singapore Secondary Schools Debating
Championships
The debaters from English Literary Drama and
Debate Society (ELDDS) participated in the annual
Singapore
Secondary
Schools
Debate
Championships 2019. Held from February to May,
the Championship featured over 80 schools from
all over Singapore, debating in three preliminary
rounds. The team consisted of Medapati Williams
Smith (4D), Nicole Lee (4D), Muskaan Rai (4D),
Sophia Lumibao Del Rosario (3C) and Fathima
Shafana (3D). The team did their best and was
able to win all three preliminary rounds, with
Fathima Shafana (3D) emerging as Best Speaker in
two out of the three preliminary rounds. With
their three wins, the team then qualified for the
Division III Quarter Finals.
It was the first time that Punggol Secondary
School qualified for the Quarter Finals. The
Quarter Final round was tougher as it was an
impromptu round where students had only one
hour to prepare their arguments. Though the
motion for their Quarter Final round was tough,
the debaters did well coming up with convincing
arguments as well as rebuttals. They put up a
tough fight against their opponents from the
French School of Singapore. Despite not winning,
it was a strong showing from our debaters as they
emerged as one of the top eight schools in
Division III.
Fathima Shafana (3D) also clinched the 13th Best
Speaker Award amongst 160 other speakers in the
same division.

Fathima Shafana (3D), 13th best speaker in the division,
in action during the Quarter Final tie against
French School of Singapore

Co-Curricular Achievements – Sports
Football

The National Schools Sports Council National
School Games (NSSC NSG) Football Championships
started in January 2019. After 2 keenly contested
qualifying rounds, the B Division boys were placed
in the League 4 Championships. The team
progressed from the group stages, and eliminated
Fajar Secondary School with a score of 4 - 2 during
the quarter-finals. Against an excited crowd with
little home support, the team showed
determination to overcome Bedok Green
Secondary School 4 - 2 at SAFRA Tampines during
the semi-finals.

Our Football boys in action

Punggol Secondary School’s Debate Team receiving
their Top 8 trophies from Julia Gabriel,
tournament organiser
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24 April 2019 was a historic moment for Punggol
Secondary School. As the players marched out
from the tunnels of Jalan Besar Stadium, the
Secondary 1 and 2 cohorts greeted them with
thunderous applause. This was our first
appearance in a football final in a major Singapore
stadium and the boys were grateful for the
experience. Despite dominating for long periods,
our boys could not breach the stubborn
Greenridge defence. Amidst the loud cheers led
by the school’s CCA Leaders, we were left
disappointed to finish the game 1 goal down.
However, the boys can take heart that they made
it this far. Team captain, Paul Lim (4A) remarked
that this was the best bunch he has worked with
throughout his secondary school journey.
Together with the Vice Captains, Muhammad
Hariz (4T1) and Nigel Sim (4C), they expressed
their admiration and gratitude for every player’s
effort and commitment to the team’s cause. The
team’s remarkable journey can be attributed to
their commitment to improve and the grit to
continue fighting on despite various challenges
and setbacks.
Congratulations to the ‘B’ Division Football team
for securing the runner-up position and also to
Muhammad Istiqlal (4N3) for clinching the top
goal scorer award for the SSSC NSG League 4
Football Championship. Majulah Punggol!

Our ‘B’ Division Football boys at Jalan Besar Stadium
before their match against
Greenridge Secondary School
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Muhammad Istiqlal (4N3), the top goal scorer for the
League 4 Championships with our Vice-Principal,
Mr Anith.

Volleyball Boys
In the North Zone ‘B’ Division Volleyball
Competition, our boys played well in the
preliminary round and made it into the semi-finals.
Despite playing our best, the team lost the semifinal to Catholic High School, with a score of 2 –
0. Although the boys were disappointed, they
persevered and emerged victorious against Yishun
Town Secondary school in the 3rd//4th playoffs. The
team won the match with a score of 2 – 0 (25-22,
25-12) and was placed 3rd in the North Zone.
Over the course of this competition, the boys
displayed tenacity and resilience by playing their
best until the final whistle. After each match, they
reflected on their mistakes and bounced back
stronger, playing better in the next game. Through
this experience, the boys grew stronger
individually and as a team.

Our Volleyball boys in action
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Volleyball Girls
In the North Zone ‘B’ Division Volleyball
Competition, our girls played well in the
preliminary round and made it into the 3rd and 4th
placing match against St. Joseph’s Convent on 28
January 2019. The girls played well and managed
to overcome their initial nerves before eventually
overpowering their opponent in two straight sets,
with a score of 25-18, 25-9. During this period of
competition, the team has shown grit,
commitment and determination and we are
proud of their efforts!

Singapore Youth Festival (SYF) Achievements –
Performing Arts
The SYF Arts Presentation is a biennial event that
celebrates the achievements of youths in the
performing arts.
Band
This year, our Concert Band attained the
Certificate of Accomplishment at the SYF Arts
Presentation 2019 under the baton of our Band
Director, Ms Ten Rong Rong, and the guidance of
instructors, Mr Tan Beng Wee and Mrs Angeline
Tan. The SYF Arts Presentation helped develop our
young musicians to be more confident as they
performed two repertoires, Blue Ridge Saga by
James Swearingen and Festival on Earth by a local
composer, Lee Jinjun, at the Singapore Conference
Hall on 10 April 2019. The band practised tirelessly
for the repertoires since the beginning of the year
and have forged stronger bonds as they braved
through challenges together.

Our Volleyball girls team demonstrating team spirit
during their match

Our Concert Band in action during their SYF Arts
Presentation

Our combined Volleyball boys and girls teams after
their prize presentation

Proud members of our Concert Band after their
SYF Arts Presentation
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Choir

Dance

This year, our school’s Choir achieved our third
consecutive Certificate of Distinction at the recent
SYF Arts Presentation 2019 under the tutelage of
our Choir conductor, Mr Marcus Lee, the guidance
of instructor Ms Goh Hsuan Hsuan and support
from our dedicated alumni. Besides performing
the set piece “What Is That I Hear” composed by
local composer, Ms Diana Soh, the Choir also
performed other songs such as “A Puppet’s
Dream”, written by our home-grown composer,
Mr Darius Lim, as well as “In Paradisum” by
Gabriel Faure.

Our Modern Dance team presented two items at
the SYF Arts Presentation 2019 - a Korean dance
entitled “Blossoming Grace” and a contemporary
piece titled “Soaring Dreams”. The two contrasting
pieces showcased our dancers’ elegance and
youthful vitality. The dancers worked hard during
the training sessions leading up to the
performance. The dancers learnt several key
lessons such as unity and resilience. By observing
teams from other school performs, the dancers
reflected and identified areas of improvement to
better their craft. The Modern Dance team was
awarded Certificates of Accomplishment for both
dance items. The hard work was all worth it!

Through this journey, the choir learnt that as long
as they put in their best, nothing is impossible.
Invaluable lessons, such as working together as a
team towards a common goal, empathising with
one another, and strengthening their resilience,
were the biggest takeaways during this period.
The Choir hopes to continually express
themselves through the love of singing and spread
joy by bringing music to people.

Our Modern Dancers before their
SYF Arts Presentation

English Language Literary and Drama Society
(ELDDS)
SYF Drama is an opportunity for students to
express their talents through embracing the
diversity of the dramatic form. Members of the
English Literary Drama and Debate Society (ELDDS)
participated in SYF to showcase their talent
through a dramatic work. The Story of Boy and Girl
is an adapted play by Mr Thomas Lim and retells
the struggles of gender inequality, societal norms
and conformity, which are told through the voices
of children waiting to be brought into this world.
After months of rehearsals and hard work, the
ELDDS members put on a fantastic show on 24
April 2019 at the School of the Arts (SOTA). They
managed to clinch the Certificate of
Accomplishment for their performance. Well
done, team ELDDS!

Our Choir members performing at SOTA

Our Choir after their SYF Arts Presentation at
School of the Arts (SOTA)

7

2019 Issue 2

ELDDS Cast Members before their SYF Arts
Presentation at School of the Arts (SOTA)

Guzheng members after their SYF performance

Tamil Language Literary and Drama Society
(TLDDS)
Our dancers presented an enthralling classical
fusion dance which reflected some important
aspects of the Hindu religion. The name of the
song they performed to was "Aigiri Nandhini",
which means the power of women. This song
depicts a story of how the power of women,
represented by three Goddesses, defeats an evil
demon, Ashrura, who wished for nobody to
destroy him except a woman.

ELDDS students putting on a show at SOTA for their
SYF Arts Presentation

Guzheng
April was a fruitful month for the Guzheng
Ensemble as the students performed for the
school’s Speech Day and Singapore Youth Festival
(SYF) Arts Presentation at the Singapore
Conference Hall. It was a fulfilling journey for the
ensemble as the team attained the Certificate of
Distinction for their outstanding performance.

Most of our dancers were not classically trained
and thus it was a challenge for them to grasp all
the movements in the choreography within a short
span of time. With determination and discipline,
they prepared earnestly and presented an
excellent performance on 24 April 2019. The
TLDDS team achieved the Certificate of Distinction
at this year’s Singapore Youth Festival (SYF).

Our TLDDS Dancers with their instructors and
teachers-in-charge after their SYF Arts Presentation

Guzheng members rehearsing before their SYF Arts
Presentation at Singapore Conference Hall
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